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CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS 

“You see the numbers, we look for the opportunities.” 

Dedicated to helping our clients keep the money that belongs to them through a focus on tax. 

Keep Yourself at Seventeen Inches 
May 7, 2016 University of South Alabama baseball legend Steve Kittrell’s #3 was retired in 
an official ceremony. His was only the third number ever retired by the Jaguar baseball pro-
gram, joining former head coach Eddie Stanky and All
-American Luis Gonzalez. 
 
During his 29 seasons, Coach Kittrell amassed near-
ly 1,100 victories, a number that, to this day, keeps 
him in the top 50 of the all-time NCAA victory list 
and among the top 40 for Division 1. 
 
Sitting in the stands at Stanky Field, listening to 
all the accolades being bestowed on Steve Kittrell, I 
remembered an email I received at the middle of tax 
season and the beginning of college) baseball season. 
The email didn’t attribute an author, and I wasn’t 
familiar with the subject of the story so I checked it out before passing it on to you. As far as I 
can tell the original story was written by baseball consultant Chris Sperry for Baseball 
Life, but don’t let that keep you non-baseball fans from reading on. Baseball was simply the 
context, not the story. 
 
In Nashville, Tennessee, during the first week of January, 1996, more than 4,000 baseball 
coaches descended upon the Opryland Hotel for the 52nd annual ABCA convention. 
 
During registration I heard more veteran coach’s conversations returning to the speaker 
lineup. One name, in particular, kept resurfacing, always with the same sentiment – “John Sco-
linos is here? Oh man, worth every penny of my airfare.” 
 
At the time, Coach Scolinos was 78 years old and five years retired from a college coaching 
career that began in 1948. He shuffled to the stage to an impressive standing ovation, wearing 
dark polyester pants, a light blue shirt, and a string around his neck from which hung home 
plate - a full-sized, stark white home plate. Seriously I wondered, “who in the hell is this 
guy?” 
 
After speaking for 25 minutes, not once mentioning the prop hanging around his neck, Coach Sco-
linos appeared to notice the snickering among some of the coaches. Even those who knew Coach 
Scolinos had to wonder exactly where he was going with this, or if he had simply forgotten 
about home plate since he’d gotten on stage. 
 
Then, finally… “You’re probably all wondering why I’m wearing home plate around my neck. 
Or maybe you think I escaped from Camarillo State Hospital,” he said, his voice growing irasci-
ble. I laughed along with the others, acknowledging the possibility. “No,” he continued, “I may 
be old, but I’m not crazy. The reason I stand before you today is to share with you baseball 
people what I’ve learned in my life, what I’ve learned about home plate in my 78 years.” 
 
Several hands went up when Scolinos asked how many Little League coaches were in the room. 
“You know how wide home plate is in Little League?” After a pause, someone offered, 
“Seventeen inches,” more question than answer. 
 
“That’s right,” he said. “How about in Babe Ruth? Any Babe Ruth coaches in the house?” 
 
Another long pause. 
 
“Seventeen inches?” came a guess from another reluctant coach. 
 
“That’s right,” said Scolinos. “Now, how many high school coaches do we have in the room?” 
Hundreds of hands shot up, as the pattern begin to appear. “How wide is home plate in high 
school baseball?” 
 
“Seventeen inches,” they said, sounding more confident. 
 
“You’re right!” Scolinos barked. “And you college coaches, how wide is home plate in college?” 
 
“Seventeen inches!” we said, in unison.     Continued on page 2  
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“Any minor league coaches here? How wide is home plate in pro ball?”  
  
“Seventeen inches!” 
 
“Right! And in the major leagues, how wide is home plate in the major leagues?” 
 
“Seventeen inches!” 
 
“Seventeen inches!” He confirmed, his voice bellowing off the walls. “And what do they do with a big-league pitcher who 
can’t throw the ball over seventeen inches?” Pause. “They send him to Pocatello!” He hollered, drawing raucous laughter. 
“What they don’t do is this: they don’t say, “Ah, that’s okay, Jimmy. You can’t hit a seventeen inch target? We’ll make it 
eighteen inches, or nineteen inches. We’ll make it twenty inches so you can have a better chance of hitting it. You can’t hit 
that, let us know so we can make it wider still, say twenty-five inches.” 
 
Pause. “Coaches...” Pause. 
 
“... What do we do if our best player shows up late to practice? When our team rules forbid facial hair and a guy shows up 
unshaven? What if he gets caught drinking? Do we hold him accountable? Or do we change the rules to fit him, do we widen 
home plate? 
 
The chuckles gradually faded as 4,000 coaches grew quiet, the fog lifting as the old coach’s message began to unfold. He 
turned the plate toward himself and, using a Sharpie, began to draw something. When he turned to toward the crowd, 
point up, a house was revealed, complete with a freshly drawn door and two windows. 
 
“This is the problem in our homes today, with our marriages, with the way we parent our kids. With our discipline. We 
don’t teach accountability to our kids, and there’s no consequence for failing to meet standards. We widen the plate!” 
 
Pause. Then, to the point at the top of the house he added a small American flag. 
 
“This is the problem in our schools today. The quality of our education is going downhill fast and teachers have been 
stripped of the tools they need to be successful and to educate and discipline our young people. We are allowing others to 
widen home plate! Where is that getting us?” 
 
Silence. He replaced the flag with a cross. 
 
“And this is the problem in the church, where powerful people in positions of authority have taken advantage of young chil-
dren, only to have such an atrocity swept under the rug for years. Our church leaders are widening home plate!” 
 
I was amazed. At a baseball convention where I expected to learn something about curveballs and bunting and how to run 
better practices, I learned something far more valuable. From an old man with home plate strung around his neck, I’ve 
learned something about life, about myself, about my own weaknesses and about my responsibilities as a leader. I had to 
hold myself and others accountable to that which I knew to be right, lest our families, our faith, and our society continue 
down an undesirable path. 

His message was clear: “Coaches, keep your players – no matter how good they are - your own children, and most of all, 
keep yourself at seventeen inches.  

Keep Yourself at Seventeen Inches—continued from page 1 

“If I am lucky,” Coach Scolinos concluded, “you will remember one thing from this old coach today. It is this: if we fail to 
hold ourselves to a higher standard, a standard of what we know to be right; if we fail to hold our spouses and our chil-
dren to the same standards, if we are unwilling or unable to provide a consequence when they do not meet the standards; 
and if our schools and churches and our government fail to hold themselves accountable to those they serve, there is but 
one thing to look forward to...” With that, he held home plate in front of his chest, turned it around, and revealed its 
dark backside. “... Dark days ahead.” 

Looking for Someone You Can Rely On? 

We really believe in the process of 
referrals, so part of the service we 
provide is to be sure to refer our cli-
ents and associates to other qualified 
businesspeople in the community. 
 
Following, you’ll find a list of areas in 
which we know very credible, ethical, 
and outstanding professionals. If 
you’re looking for a professional in a 
specific area we’ve listed, please feel 
free to contact us. We will be glad to 
put you in touch with the people we 
know who provide these services. 

 Identity Theft Protection 

 Air Conditioning  

 Custom Metal Fabricator 

 Home Inspector 

 Banker 

 Realtor 

 Security Systems 

 Auto and Home Insurance 

 Land Surveyor 

 Mortgage Broker 

 Window Treatments 

 Welding Supplies 

 Financial Advisor 

 Port Facility 

 Pest Control 

 Cultured Marble 

 Social Media Marketing Expert 

 Custom Monogramming  



T A X I N G  T I M E S  P A G E  3  V O L U M E  8 ,  I S S U E  6  

If and only to the extent that this publication contains contributions from tax professionals who are subject to the rules of professional conduct set forth in Circular 230, as promulgated by 
the United States Department of the Treasury, the publisher, on behalf, of those contributors, hereby states that any U.S. federal tax advice that is contained in such contributions was not 
intended or written to be used by any taxpayer for the purpose of avoiding penalties that may be imposed on the taxpayer by the Internal Revenue Service, and it cannot be used by any 
taxpayer for such purposes. 

Montgomery Identity Theft Ring Shut Down  
After Filing More Than 9,000  

False Tax Returns 

“Success is one thing you can’t pay for. You buy it on the  
installment plan and make payments every day.” 

~Zig Ziglar 
 
 

“Do what you do so well, people can’t help telling others about 
you” 

~Walt Disney 

Between January 2011 and February 2013, Patrice Taylor, an Albany, Geor-
gia resident, conspired with her husband, Antonio Taylor and Jarrett Jones 
to file over 1,100 fraudulent tax returns. At least 1,089 of the returns were e
-filed from two IP addresses registered to Taylor, both located at her home. 
Patrice was employed at Tift Regional Hospital and used the personal identi-
fying information of five patients to file fraudulent federal income tax re-
turns. Taylor also used the identities of 531 sixteen-year olds to file fraudu-
lent returns. 
 
The individuals were sentenced to prison terms up to 147 months and or-
dered to pay restitution to the IRS totaling $2,310,563. 
 
In Tampa, Florida, law enforcement officers recovered lists and medical 
records containing the personal identifying information of more than 7,000 
victims. 
 
In Montgomery, Alabama, Keisha Lanier and Tracy Mitchell were sentenced 
for their roles in a large-scale identity theft ring that filed more than 9,000 
false federal income tax returns that claimed more than $24 million in fraud-
ulent refunds. The defendants obtained the stolen identities from various 
sources, including from the U.S. Army, several Alabama state agencies, a 
Georgia call center and employee records from a Georgia company. 
 
Identity theft is growing worse every year. The Federal Trade Commission 
reported that it has been the top consumer complaint for 16 years straight. 
 
“Tax-related identity theft is an evolving criminal activity that can happen to 
anyone.” Rep. Jim Renaccie, R-Ohio, CPA turned lawmaker, said in a state-
ment last month. “In fact, last tax season, my identity was stolen and used 
to file a fraudulent tax return.” 
 
In the U.S., someone dies every 7 seconds but there is an identity theft 
victim every 2 seconds. Seventy percent of those whose identities are stolen 
need the help of an attorney to resolve the issue. Costs can run into the 
thousands as well as hundreds of hours of your time. 
 
Being a victim of identity theft is no picnic. But it is a major warning sign to 
take action. If you have been a victim, it is self-evident that your information 
is being bought and sold. Few victims have the highly technical skills and 
complex tools required to find where their data has been spread and to stop 
it. 
 
Ideally you need to have a plan in place before the theft. Unfortunately, 
most don’t. Fortunately, it’s not too late to protect yourself from further 
breaches. If you have been a victim, or know someone who has, and would 
like a referral to someone I know and trust to help, give us a call, or shoot 
us an email and we’ll be happy to put you in touch.  

This month’s special Member-Only 
call-in times for Lindsey’s  

Insider’s Circle will be 6/20/16 
from 2:00 to 4:00 pm. To  

schedule your appointment,  
contact Kristen at (251) 633-4070. 

 
Not a member yet?  

Find out how to become one today! 

The Five Laws of  

Stratospheric Success 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Law of Value 

Your true worth is  

determined by how much more you 

give in value than you take in  

payment. 

 

The Law of Compensation 

Your income is determined by how 

many people you serve and how well 

you serve them. 

 

The Law of Influence 

Your influence is determined by how 

abundantly you place other people’s 

interests first. 

 

The Law of Authenticity 

The most valuable gift you have to 

offer is yourself. 

 

The Law of Receptivity 

The key to effective giving is to stay 

open to receiving. 

 
**Excerpted with permission from The Go-Giver: A Little Story About a 
Powerful Business Idea, by Bob Burg and John David Mann (Portfolio/
Penguin). 
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Ask the Taxpert 

Q uestion: My wife and I purchased a single family 

home intending to rehab and flip it. After trying 

unsuccessfully to sell the house, we moved Jill’s 

mother, Joan, into the house. Joan is paying rent, but, 

admittedly, it’s probably less than what we could get if 

we rented it to someone else. Can we write-off the 

costs of the rental property? 

 

A 
nswer:  No. The taxation (or deduction) of 

second homes varies with how the property is 

used by the taxpayers. Since Jill and her hus-

band rent the property for less than fair market value, 

the property must be treated like a vacation home. A 

vacation home that is used by the owners for more than 

14 days a year is considered a residence. Every day 

that the property is rented for less than fair market val-

ue to a relative is considered personal use. Therefore, 

deductions other than, interest, property taxes, and 

casualty losses are limited to the amount of income 

from the property. 

 
Do you have a question for the Taxpert that you’d like to see 

answered in a future Taxing Times? Or perhaps just an issue 

you’d like the Taxpert to address? Send the Taxpert a note to 

Taxing Times, 1050 Hillcrest Rd., Ste A, Mobile, AL 36695 or 

an email to taxpert@cpamobileal.com. 



What I’m Reading… 
 
NOW 
No B.S. Guide to Maximum Referrals and Customer Retention by Dan S. Kennedy and Shaun Buck 
Blood Defense by Marcia Clark 
 
RECENTLY 
15th Affair by James Patterson and Maxine Paetro 
The Go-Giver Leader by Bob Burg and John David Mann 

Thank You!      Thank You! 
 

Thanks to YOU, the word is spreading. Thanks to my clients and friends who  
graciously referred me to their friends, neighbors, customers, and relatives last 

month! I enjoy building my practice based on the positive comments and referrals 
from people just like you. I couldn’t do it without you! 

 
~Ashley Scarbrough~ 
~David Carpenter~ 


