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CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS 

“You see the numbers, we look for the opportunities.” 

Dedicated to helping our clients keep the money that belongs to them through a focus on tax. 

Ask the Taxpert 

Question: Now that I’m on a fixed income, 

what’s the most important thing I can do to reduce my taxes? 

 

Answer: Sometimes you rock along from year-to-year doing the same ole 

thing because it’s what worked in the past… or someone once told you that’s the 

way things were. Well, things change. Every day. If you’re over 65, or disabled, 

and still paying the property taxes you were paying before that milestone you 
may be paying too much. 
 

According to information obtained from the Mobile County (AL) Revenue Com-

missioner’s office, all property owners 65 or older are eligible for an exemption 

from all State property taxes. County, school, and municipal taxes still apply. 

The exemptions apply even if only one of the owners of a jointly owned property 

meet the qualifications. 
 

To apply for this exemption: 

• You must be 65 years old, 

• Own and occupy the property as your primary residence, and 

• You must visit one of the Revenue Commissioner’s offices to present proof of 

age and sign an assessment sheet. 
 

Low income property owners 65 and older may also be eligible to claim exemp-

tion from a certain portion of the county, school, and municipal property taxes. 
To qualify for this exemption: 

• You must be 65 years old, 

• Own and occupy the property as your primary residence, and 

• Your taxable income must not exceed $12,000 – bring your tax return. 
 

If either you or your spouse is totally and permanently disabled or legally blind, 
you may be eligible for a complete exemption from all property taxes on your 

residence, regardless of your age or income. 
 

For more information, contact our office or your local County Revenue Commis-

sioner. 
 
Do you have a question for the Taxpert that you’d like to see answered in a future “Taxing Times”? Or 
perhaps just an issue you’d like the Taxpert to address? Send the Taxpert a note to Taxing Times, 
1050 Hillcrest Rd., Ste A, Mobile, AL 36695, or an email to taxpert@cpamobileal.com. ※ 

FEMA Providing Assistance with COVID-Related Funeral Costs  

The COVID-19 pandemic has brought immense grief to many families. If you lost a fami-
ly member due to COVID-19, the federal government agency best known for disaster 
relief, The Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA), is providing financial assis-
tance for COVID-19 funeral expenses incurred after January 20, 2020. 
 
According to FEMA’s website, the agency has provided   Continued on page 3     
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What to Know If You Receive an IRS Notice 

Every year, the IRS sends millions of 

letters and notices to taxpayers. Many 

taxpayers will receive this correspond-

ence during the late summer and fall. 

Here are a few things every taxpayer 

should know about IRS notices—just in case one shows up in your mailbox. 

 

1. Don’t panic! Many of these letters can be dealt with simply and painlessly. 

2. There are a number of reasons the IRS sends notices to taxpayers. The no-

tice may request payment of taxes, notify you of a change to your account, 

or request additional information. The notice you receive normally covers 

a very specific issue about your account or tax return. 

3. Each letter and notice offers specific instructions on what you are asked to 

do to satisfy the inquiry. 

4. If you receive a correction notice, you should review the correspondence 

and compare it with the information on your return. 

5. If you agree with the correction to your account, usually no reply is neces-

sary unless payment is due. 

6. If you do not agree with the correction the IRS made, it is important that 

you respond as requested. Write to explain why you disagree. Include any 

documents and information you wish the IRS to consider, along with the 

bottom tear-off portion of the notice. Mail the information to the IRS ad-

dress shown in the upper left-hand corner of the notice. Allow at least 60 - 

90 days for a response. 

7. Most correspondence can be handled without calling or visiting an IRS 

office. However, if you have questions, call the telephone number in the 

upper right-hand corner of the notice. Have a copy of your tax return and 

the correspondence available when you call to help respond to your in-

quiry. 

8. Remember to always keep copies of your correspondence with your rec-

ords. 

 

Dealing with the 

IRS can prove 

quite nerve rack-

ing, but some-

times… it’s just 

confusing. As a 

case in point, 

take a look at this 

notice I once re-

ceived on behalf 

of a client: 

 

One more thing 

you should 

know: You prob-

ably shouldn’t, 

and don’t have 

to, go it alone. 

We can stand 

between you and 

the IRS. ※ 

 

Stuff You Didn’t Know  
That You Didn’t Know 

✓ Men can read smaller print than women; women 
can hear better. 

✓ Coca-Cola was originally green. 

✓ It is impossible to lick your elbow. 

✓ The state with the highest percentage of people 
who walk to work: Alaska. 

✓ The percentage of Africa that is wilderness: 28%. 
(Now get this…) 

✓ The percentage of North America that is wilder-
ness: 38%. 

✓ The cost of raising a medium size dog to the age 
of eleven: $16,400. 

✓ The average number of people airborne over the 
U.S. in any given hour: 61,000. 

✓ Intelligent people have more copper and zinc in 
their hair. 

✓ The first novel ever written on a typewriter was 
Tom Sawyer. 

✓ The San Francisco cable cars are the only mobile 
National Monuments. 

✓ Each king in a deck of playing cards represents a 
great king from history: Spades – King David; 
Hearts – Charlemagne; Clubs – Alexander, the 
Great; Diamonds – Julius Caesar. 

✓ 111,111,111 x  111,111,111 = 12,345,678,987,654,321. 

✓ Only two people signed the Declaration of Inde-
pendence on July 4, John Hancock and Charles 
Thompson. Most of the rest signed on August 2, 
but the last signature wasn’t added until 5 years 
later. 

 

Q.  Half of all Americans live within 50 miles of 
where?     
A.  Their birthplace. 
 

Q.  What is the most popular name given to a boat?    
A.  Obsession. 
 
Q.  If you spell out numbers, how far would you 
have to go until you would find the letter ‘A’?   
A.  One thousand. 
 
Q.  What do bulletproof vests, fire escapes, wind-
shield wipers, and laser printers have in common?   
A.  All were invented by women. 
 
At least 75% of the people who read this will try to 
lick their elbow! 
 

Author Unknown 
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This month’s special Member-Only call-
in times for Lindsey’s Insider’s Circle 

will be 10/25/21 from 2:00 to 4:00 pm.  
 

To schedule your appointment,  
contact Kristen at (251) 633-4070.  

 
Not a member yet?  

Find out how to become one TODAY! 

FEMA Providing Assistance with COVID-Related Funeral Costs—continued from page 1 

over $1 billion to more than 165,000 people as of its Sep-
tember 7, 2021, update.     
 
The government will provide a maximum assistance of 
$9,000 per deceased individual, and up to $35,500 per ap-
plication for qualified expenses not covered by some other 
source. 
 
COVID-19 Funeral Assistance will help with expenses for 
funeral services, internment, and cremation. These typical-
ly include, but are not limited to: 

 Funeral services, 

 Cremation, 

 Internment, 

 Transportation for up to two individuals to identify the 
deceased individual, 

 Transfer of remains, 

 Casket or urn, 

 Burial plot or cremation niche, 

 Marker or headstone, 

 Clergy or officiant services, 

 Arrangement of funeral ceremony. 
 
Any source of payment designated specifically to pay for a 
funeral is considered a duplication and is not eligible for 
reimbursement. COVID-19 Funeral Assistance may not 
duplicate burial or funeral insurance proceeds, pre-
planned or pre-paid contracts, pre-paid trust for funeral 
expenses, irrevocable trust for Medicaid, financial assis-
tance from voluntary organizations, government programs 

or agencies, or any other sources specifically designated for 
funeral expenses. Any eligible COVID-19 Funeral Assis-
tance will be reduced by the amount of support you receive 
for the same expenses. 
 
FEMA does not consider life insurance proceeds, death 
gratuities, or other forms of assistance not specifically in-
tended to defray funeral costs as a duplication of benefits.  
 
To get started, call FEMA’s funeral assistance hotline at 844
-684-6333. According to FEMA, the call to apply should 
take about 20 minutes, and you can ask questions and re-
ceive the help you need with the application process. 
 
To be eligible for assistance, officials say applicants must be 
able to provide the following: 

 For deaths that occurred from January 20 to May 16, 
2020, any death certificate that does not attribute the 
cause of death to COVID-19 must be accompanied by a 
signed statement listing COVID-19 as a cause or con-
tributing cause of death. 

 For deaths that occurred after May 16, 2020, the death 
certificate must indicate that death was attributable to 
COVID-19. 

Be aware of scams related to the assistance program. FEMA 
will not contact you unless you have already called them 
and applied for COVID-19 Funeral Assistance. Do not dis-
close personal information such as the name, birth date, or 
Social Security number of any deceased individual during 
an unsolicited phone call or e-mail from anyone. ※ 

Looking for Someone You Can Rely On? 
We really believe in the process of referrals, so part of the service 

we provide is to be sure to refer our clients and associates to other 
qualified businesspeople in the community. 

 
Below, you’ll find a list of areas in which we know very credible, 

ethical, and outstanding professionals. If you’re looking for a pro-
fessional in a specific area we’ve listed, please feel free to contact 
us. We will be glad to put you in touch with the people we know 

who provide these services. 

 Mortgage Broker 
 Attorney 
 Heating & A/C Repair 
 Welding Supplies 
 Travel Agent 
 Cultured Marble 
 Realtor 
 Auto /Home /Life Insurance 
 Printer 
 Wedding/Event Venue 

 Home Inspector  
 Banker 
 Custom Monogramming & 

Embroidery 
 Identity Theft Protection 
 Executive Leadership Coach 
 Investment Advisor 
 Medicare Supplements 
 Social Media Promotions  



1050 Hillcrest Road, Suite A 

Mobile, AL 36695 

(251) 633-4070—phone 

(251) 633-4071—fax 

www.CPAMobileAL.com 

If and only to the extent that this publication contains contributions from tax professionals who are subject to the rules of professional conduct set forth in Circular 230, as promulgated by 
the United States Department of the Treasury, the publisher, on behalf, of those contributors, hereby states that any U.S. federal tax advice that is contained in such contributions was not 
intended or written to be used by any taxpayer for the purpose of avoiding penalties that may be imposed on the taxpayer by the Internal Revenue Service, and it cannot be used by any 
taxpayer for such purposes. 

To be removed from our mailing list, call/email us: 
(251) 633-4070 or info@CPAMobileAL.com. 
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Make Them Feel Special 
Songwriter and motivational speaker Pat-
rick Henry started out in the music busi-
ness in Nashville a traditional way – 
working as a waiter in a restaurant called 
Green Hills Grille. The restaurant had a 
regular customer, an elderly woman 
named Mrs. Stevens. 
 
Mrs. Stevens came in every day at the 
same time, sat at the same table, and or-
dered the same thing: a hot fudge brownie, 
a dish of vanilla ice cream, and a cup of 
coffee. All the servers knew what she 
wanted and usually had it ready as she sat 
down. 
 
One day Henry was serving her table, and 
as she was eating wandered over and com-
mented, “That must be a pretty good 
brownie for you to keep coming in here 
day after day.” 
 
Mrs. Steven put down her fork and said, 
“Patrick this is a great brownie, but I don’t 
come here for the food. I’m here because of 
you, and Gail, and Brigid, and Jed, and…” 
She knew the names of every server in the 
place, and as she finished she got misty-
eyed. “You make me feel so special.” ※ 

Successful Entrepreneurs Never Quit—and Always Listen 

Nineteenth century publisher Cyrus H. K. Curtis had a passion for the newspaper business, 
but he didn’t always have a lot of success with it. He published his first weekly paper at age 
13 and built it up until he had 100 customers. Unfortunately, a fire wiped out his business, 
but his determination to succeed in the industry endured. 
 
By 1870, he was a successful advertising salesman for a small Boston 
newspaper. He was so good at his job that the owner offered to sell the 
paper to him for $250. Curtis turned the offer down, but the owner even-
tually gave it to him for nothing. Unfortunately, that publication failed 
too. 
 
Undaunted, Curtis founded a new one, The Tribune & Farmer. One day his wife asked him 

who wrote the feature called “The 
Woman’s Page.” 
“I do,” said Curtis. 
 
“It’s utterly ridiculous!” exclaimed 
his wife. 
 
Instead of arguing, Curtis chal-
lenged his wife to write the page 
herself. Mrs. Curtis accepted the 
offer and soon her page became the 
most popular section of the periodi-
cal. 
 
Recognizing a hot commodity, 
Curtis expanded the feature and 
ultimately fashioned the publica-
tion around it, giving it a new 
name: Ladies Home Journal. ※ 

What I’m Reading... 

NOW 
Robert Ludlum’s The Treadstone Resurrection  

by Joshua Hood 
The Connector Effect by Ivan Misner, Ph.D. and 

Graham Weihmiller with Robert Skrob 
 

RECENTLY 
Tom Clancy Target Acquired by Don Bentley 

How to Build Your Inner Circle  
by Ivan Misner, Ph.D. 


